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acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus (SARS-CoV) epidemic is a major public health challenge. As a result of the human-to-human transmission of the virus, the
Hong Kong SAR government declared a state of emergency in 2003 and introduced a proactive surveillance policy based on the on-site mass screening of
passengers arriving from the mainland. By the end of 2003, the SARS-CoV epidemic had been contained. However, SARS-CoV has not been eradicated. In recent
years, a novel coronavirus, named Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV), has caused a considerable number of infections and fatalities
worldwide. Both SARS-CoV and MERS-CoV utilize the angiotensin-converting enzyme 2 (ACE2) as a functional receptor \[[@B1-viruses-08-00188],[@B2-
viruses-08-00188]\]. Based on the homology of the SARS-CoV and the MERS-CoV genomes, the virus can be classified into three distinct lineages: SARS-CoV lineage
B and lineage C \[[@B3-viruses-08-00188],[@B4-viruses-08-00188]\]. Notably, the spill-over of SARS-CoV was associated with a zoonotic transfer from civets to
humans \[[@B5-viruses-08-00188]\]. Therefore, the detection of antibodies that can cross-react with those of SARS-CoV in the sera of patients with MERS-CoV or
SARS-Co
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